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All Together Now International  … 
is a leading developer of innovative programs 
and visionary alliances that promote  
international peace by creating greater 
economic, educational, and health care 
opportunities for disadvantaged people in some 
of the world’s poorest regions.  
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Our mission is to advance in underdeveloped 
countries unique programs that foster self-
sufficiency, personal responsibility, and 
community building while addressing people’s 
most basic human needs.   Our core program 
involves the design and replication of health 
delivery system prototypes for the prevention 
and treatment of spinal diseases in children.   
 
We promote other innovative, locally 
sustainable programs that … 
 
�    provide housing and education to destitute 
or orphaned children. 
�  deliver requisite health services to 
impoverished women, promoting their health 
and enabling them to provide greater care and 
support to their families. 
�  create economic self-sufficiency for 
impoverished women through learn to earn 
programs that give them the necessary 
knowledge and skills to manage their own 
small businesses. 
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Since 2004, ATNI has partnered with Woza 
Moya in South Africa to support people infected 
and affected by HIV/AIDS.  By providing home-
based care, orphan intervention and food 
security, Woza Moya aims to alleviate hunger, 
poverty and suffering through a holistic 
approach.   

 
With the help of ATNI’s contributions and on-
going support, Woza Moya plans to complete 
its five objectives listed for 2006-2007: 
 
�  To develop and manage a Home Base 
Care project 
�  To assist orphaned and vulnerable children 
To reduce poverty and improve nutrition 
�  To provide HIV/AIDS education, counseling 
and support while focusing on treatment 
literacy 
�  To network with other NGOs and 
government departments 
 
Woza Moya addresses a distressing trend in 
South Africa—the increase in the HIV/AIDS 
infection rate due to conflict and a lack of 
resources.  According to the Ixopo Department 
of Health, 47 percent of pregnant women and 
78 percent of general patients coming to the 
clinic were HIV-positive in 2003.   
 

Despite discouraging statistics, Woza Moya 
implemented several key AIDS/HIV programs 
in the rural area of KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa.  The organization is a vital part of the 
local community and has developed multiple 
programs that cater to the community’s unique 
needs, such as the construction of a 
community center.  Over the past year, Woza  

 



 
(WOZA MOYA Continued…) 
 
Moya started two support groups: Masakhane, meaning 
“Let’s Develop One Another,” and Siyathuthuka, meaning 
“We are Progressing.”  They have also enhanced their 
volunteer training program so that volunteers can better 
educate locals about HIV/AIDS prevention and care. 
 

  

Children are of particular concern for Woza Moya, as they are 
the most vulnerable group affected by HIV/AIDS.  Often 
pulled from school to act as caregivers for relatives, children 
also suffer from malnutrition and frequently fall prey to sexual 
abuse.  Furthermore, children become caught in the middle of 
fighting male relatives, each vying for custody of the child in 
hopes of profiting from Foster Care Grants. 

Woza Moya keeps its optimism, citing “As should be clear, 
the challenges we face are many and all around us.  This is 
the nature of the work we are involved in.  One learns in this 
field of work and environment to simply do what is possible in 
a given moment and not to become too overwhelmed by the 
greater picture.” 

 
The biggest hindrance, however, is lack of funding.  Financial 
donations can make a significant difference to help further the 
efforts of this South African Community Center. 
_________________________________________________ 

RELATED NEWS: HEADING TO SOUTH AFRICA 
 
ATNI is looking for frequent flyer miles!   ATNI is planning 
a visit to the Woza Moya site at the end of this year to meet 
with director Sue Hedden and offer our services.  However, 
ATNI needs donations for travel expenses. Other donations 
for the Woza Moya project are greatly appreciated.  Please 
contact us at info@alltogether.org for donations and gifts. 
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ATNI WELCOMES… 
 
JARETT ZUBOY  joined ATNI in May as a volunteer grant 
writer. In his day job, he writes about photovoltaics and other 
advanced energy technologies for the U.S. Department 
of Energy's National Renewable Energy Laboratory. His 

previous volunteer 
experience includes 
supporting Family 
Tree of Jefferson 
County's legal 
services and writing 
about urban water issues 
for Boulder's Western 
Resource Advocates. 

 
GWENDOLINE VAN DOOSSELAERE  joined ATNI in May as 
Program Director and is currently working on her master’s in 
journalism at the University of Colorado-Boulder.  With joint 
interest in the developing world, women, and poverty, 
Gwendoline welcomes the opportunity for a behind-the-
scenes look at non-profit work. She plans to unite her 
academic pursuits with ATNI’s ongoing and burgeoning 
projects.   
 

 

UPDATED ATNI WEBSITE   
Since our last newsletter, ATNI has updated its website.  
Please go to www.alltogether.org and take a look at what 
we’ve done.  And, feel free to contact us with your comments 
and feedback.  We owe many thanks to Matt Coburn who 
volunteers his time to update our website.  Check out Matt’s 
graphic design website at www.nuage9.com or e-mail him at 
mariah4435@yahoo.com. 
 

 

GRANT RENEWALS 
In the past year, we have received generous grants from Jon 
Krakauer’s Everest ’96 Memorial Fund and the Mulago 
Foundation.  Both have been stalwart supporters, and we are 
providing them with the information about ATNI’s work they 
need to decide about continuing their assistance.   
 
At present, ATNI is working to broaden our sources of 
support.  We are reapproaching past generous donors, and 
identifying other foundations and corporations whose 
missions align with ours.  If you know of a potential donor 
who might like to learn about ATNI’s work, please contact us 
at info@alltogether.org. 
 

 
 

CORPORATE GRANT 
A substantial financial donation is in the works to enable ATNI 
to send orthopedic surgeons to Mongolia and Ukraine to work 
with children suffering from advanced conditions.  The U.S. 
surgeons will also impart their knowledge and experience to 
local surgeons, thus building the capacity of the local 
healthcare systems to provide advanced orthopedic care. 
ATNI has orthopedic surgeons willing to volunteer their time 
and expertise to these projects.   
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
THANK YOU! 
ATNI wishes to thank Jerry Kennedy and L. Thomas 
Galloway for their generous computer donations.  ATNI would 
also like to thank the following people who provided us with 
great, and much needed, technical support: Connie and 
Timm from Sentient Publications, and Chris Condrey from 
Matrix Real Estate.  ATNI also welcomes our new computer 
technician, Dale Betterton from NOAA. 
 

 

DONATE QUICKLY TO ATNI via CREDIT CARD  
Visit www.alltogether.org and make your tax-deductible 
donation by simply clicking on the “DONATE NOW” button at 
the top of the homepage.  All transactions are secure. 
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DROLMA CONTINUES TO HEAL AND THRIVE 
Remember Drolma Lhamo, the fifth child brought to the 
United States by ATNI for life-saving surgeries?  The fifth-
grader is now thriving in the home of her adopted family, the 

Geyer’s, and is 
well on her way 
to recovery.  
Drolma’s last 
yearly check-up 
at Shriner’s 
hospital in LA 
resulted in good 
news:  Drolma 
likely won’t be 
needing surgery 
until she moves 
into ado-
lescence, when 
doctors will be 
watching her 
vertebrae for 
signs of 
advancing sco-
liosis. 
 
Drolma’s tale of 
survival is one of 

chance 
encounters.  On 
a trip to Tibet 
with the Kreykes 
family, who had  
hosted Jigme, 

another child saved by ATNI’s efforts, Lewis Geyer met his 
future adopted daughter.  Urged by the local schoolmaster to 
help Drolma, Lewis took her photo back home and showed it 
to ATNI.  Sixteen months later, Drolma was in the USA 
undergoing life-saving surgery. 
 
Such a story reveals the delicate nature of human 
interactions, where the generosity of one person saves the 
life of another halfway around the world.  Through the 
Geyer’s love and ATNI’s support, Drolma now leads the 
stable life she lacked as an orphan in Tibet. 
 

Donations to ATNI make it possible for ATNI to help other 
children and communities.  Make your donations online at 
www.alltogether.org. 
 

 

HRDC – Spinal Surgical Center for Children 
For 14-year-old Indra Kumari Manandhar, the Hospital and 
Rehabilitation Center for Disabled Children (HRDC) of Nepal 
proved to be a lifesaver.  Badly injured after falling from a tree 
and unable to raise the money necessary for an operation, 
Indra’s broken back was fixed due to the efforts of HRDC and 

financial support of 
ATNI. After three months 
of post-operative care, 
Indra was able to return 
home, walking 
comfortably with the 
support of a walker. 
 
Over the past six years, 
the collective efforts of 
ATNI and HRDC has 
helped many children 
escape painful and 
debilitating spinal 
diseases through life-
saving surgeries in the 
United States and its 
spinal clinic in Nepal.  
Most effective, and 
offered through the local 
clinic, is the scoliosis 
screening where 
scoliosis and similar 
diseases can be 

detected and treated in the early stages.   
 
From January through March 2006, HRDC helped screen 
8,409 children across 33 schools.  Of the seven children with 
suspected scoliosis, HRDC identified one with scoliosis.  
Overall, HRDC performed three spinal surgeries: 
 
�  Sharmila Thakar was diagnosed with Myelomeningocele 
with a tethered cord.  Surgery resulted in the release of the 
tethered cord. 
�  Tej Bahadur Sijapati suffered from congenital scoliosis.  
His parents first noticed a deformity in his trunk when he was 
four-years-old but only brought him for screening when his 
deformity became apparent eight years later.  Released from 
the hospital on February 20, 2006 after nearly 40 days of 
rehabilitation, Tej is on his way to recovery. 
�  At ten-years-old, Dambar Kumari Thapa was diagnosed 
with tubercular destruction of the spine.  Dambar’s spinal 
deformity first became apparent when she was six-months-
old.  Her mother’s poorly treated tuberculosis of the chest 
further complicated Dambar’s deformity—a sinus filled with 
pus appeared on her side at age two.   On January 4, 2006, 
she underwent surgery and a dose of anti-tubercular 
treatment.  Seven weeks later, Dambar left the hospital with a 
spinal brace and smile. 
 
In addition to saving lives, early childhood screening keeps 
children from undergoing invasive and painful surgery and 
reduces costs.  Average screening cost per school is $150 
while an average surgery costs $1,300.  Thereby, early 
detection also allows for a broader application and use of 
funds. 

 



 
Besides school screening camps, patients with spinal 
problems are also screened at the pre-surgical camp in 
Nepalgunj and other parts of the country. 
 

 
HOHHOT PROJECT, MONGOLIA 
As part of the next phase of the Hohhot project, ATNI plans to 
bring teenagers Zhao Haixiao and Jia Min to the US for 
scoliosis surgery.  Fingers are crossed in hopes of getting 
Zhao and Jia overseas by the end of the summer.  After a full 
recovery, they will be able to return home. 
  
In 2005, All Together Now International began the Hohhot 
Project of Inner Mongolia with the help of local Dr. Lu Long.  
In an effort to combat severe scoliosis, the Hohhot project 
aims to bring children to the US for life-saving surgery.    
 

  
 
In September, 15-year-old Zheng Haiyan was the first 
participant of the project to undergo surgery thanks to US 
doctors Allan Villavicencio and John A. Odom Jr.  Months 
after having endured the five hour-long surgery, Zheng 
Haiyan is back in school and experiencing no discomfort or 
pain.   
 
In a similar project, ATNI and Stryker are bringing two 
Chinese surgeons to the Children’s Hospital of Denver via a 
fellowship program geared towards teaching them spinal 
surgery. The ultimate way of combating scoliosis, a curable 
disease, is to train local surgeons and create suitable facilities 
for spinal surgery. 
 

 

UKRAINE 
Dr. Eric Jamrich, MD, an orthopedic surgeon who has 
operated on ATNI’s kids here in America, now sets off to the 
Ukraine to see how we can be more medically helpful there.  
He is teamed up with John Odom Jr., a representative from 
Stryker Corporation.  Already in contact with a local hospital, 
the initial trip is intended as a scouting mission for future work 
in hopes of attracting greater medical participation despite 
poorer conditions.  As currently envisioned, the Ukraine 
project plans to provide medical help to children while 
teaching surgeons the necessary skills to do spinal 
operations locally. 
 

�

For additional information on healthcare in Mongolia and 
Ukraine, look below! 
 

 
 
 
SHANTI SEWA GRIHA  
ATNI continues its support to Shanti Sewa Griham, a home, 
hospice, workplace and medical clinic for people with leprosy.  
Established in 1992, Shanti Sewa Griha translates to “Peace 
Service Station” and trains its clients in weaving, knitting, and 
other art forms, enabling them to sustain themselves.   
 
 

 

ROKPA INTERNATIONAL – Nepal Project  
Through ATNI’s support this service group is able to regularly 
feed more than 800 people per day through an outdoor 
kitchen.  In 
addition, this 
group runs an 
emergency 
medical clinic, a 
newly opened 
clothes depot, 
and provides 
foster care and 
some education 
to more than 60 
children.   
 
Recently, ROKPA welcomed Parmilla and Ambika, mothers 
who had been abandoned by their husbands and left 
homeless.  After being taken in by ROKPA, the women were 
able to find support for their families. 
 

 

KALA RAKSHA 
Another project supported by ATNI, this India-based 
organization is designed to help women achieve self-
sufficiency by developing their artistic and craft skills, and by 
teaching them to manage small businesses and make 
intelligent decisions about using the income they generate.  
Kala Raksha works to find long-term solutions to the 
sustainability of art and craft.   

 
Its more ambitious project, Kala Raksha Vidayalaya, is 
envisioned as a self-sustained school for design, where 
education is fee-based.  Launched in November 2005, the 
Institution of Design for Working Traditional Artisans of Kutch 
became the first such institution of India.  The school’s focus 
is to bestow knowledge to artisans, to “enable innovation 



appropriate to contemporary markets.”  ATNI is proud to have 
contributed! 
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MONGOLIAN HOSPITALS 
Situated between China and Russia, Mongolia is a land of 
extremes.  Currently experiencing a massive economic 
transition as the country establishes itself, Mongolia’s long 
distances, climate and landscape curb construction and 
industrial development.  That means that for a majority of 
Mongolians, such as the half of the population that lives in 
rural areas, access to health services is limited.  Although 
Mongolia has comprehensive healthcare and had a 
countrywide hospital system implemented under Soviet rule, 
healthcare faces great difficulties.  A majority of Mongolia’s 
population is under the age of 15, and cardiovascular 
illnesses, respiratory disorders and infectious diseases are 
common.   
 
For additional information, visit the BBC link: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-
pacific/country_profiles/1235560.stm . 
 

 
NEPAL POLITICAL UPHEAVEL 
Having recently spiraled to one of the poorest countries in the 
world, Nepal needs us now more than ever.  With political 
upheavals making it difficult for outside aid workers to get to 
the country to help, getting donations to organization within 
Nepal is imperative.   
 
Click on the link for updated information on Nepal’s political 
situation: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/5105250.stm  
 

�
UKRAINE AND HEALTHCARE 
Commonly known as a “former Soviet republic,” the Ukraine 
has several steps to go before being considered as ready to 
join the European Union.  One of those important steps is 
updating and expanding its healthcare system.  Therefore, 
ATNI and Stryker teamed to assess the technical needs, 
provide some training and perhaps some operations in hopes 
of refining the Ukraine’s healthcare capabilities. 
 
For additional information, visit the following links: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/ 1102303.stm  
 
http://www.ukraine-observer.com/articles/208/657  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Yes!  I would like to support 
All Together Now International! 

 
 I would like to aid the following program(s):  
 
 �   Children in School 
 �   General Medical Care 
 �   Nepal’s First Spinal Surgical Center for Children 

�   Women’s Self-Sufficiency Programs 
 �   Program Administration 

�   All of the Above 
 
 I am making a donation of: 
 
 �   $    25.00 
 �   $  100.00 
 �   $  500.00 
 �   $1000.00 
 �   Other Amount ______________________________ 
 
Please contact me about volunteering! 
 
Interests/Skills ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Name ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________  State _____  Postal Code ___________ 
 
Telephone ________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address_____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
All Together Now International 
Post Office Box 7111 
Boulder, Colorado  80306 
U.S.A. 
 
 
 
 
 

All Together Now International 
Needs Your Support Today! 

 

NOW is the time to make your 
 TAX DEDUCTIBLE contribution. 

           

 
 
 

More than ever, ATNI needs your financial support to 
help those in need in Nepal, India, and Tibet. 

 

Please use the form at the left and send your check today. 
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